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Solana: Clinton Comments ‘More or Less 
Judicious’ 

BR1707143795 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 
16 Jul 95 pS 


[Report by Ignacio Cembrero: “U.S. Representatives 
Suggest to Spain That Its Troops Stay in Mostar”) 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Madrid — Senior U.S. officials 
have suggested to their Spanish counterparts at vari- 
ous meetings devoted to Bosnia-Herzegovina that in the 
event of a withdrawal of the UN forces (UNPROFOR) 
from that former Yugoslav republic the Spanish con- 
tingent should stay in Mostar, according to diplomatic 
sources. 


The precarious peaceful coexistence between Croats and 
Muslims in the Mostar area, where 1,400 Spanish blue 
helmets are deployed, is regarded as one of the United 
Nations’ few successes in Bosnia. “So some of our 
allies believe that what can be saved must be saved,” a 
senior Foreign Ministry official stated. “For that reason, 
it would be a good thing for an exception to be made 
in that region.” 


“Mostar is one of cur few remaining hopes,” the Spanish 
foreign minister emphasized yesterday, but did not echo 
this U.S. suggestion. For that reason, despite everything, 
according to Javier Solana, the troops must be kept not 
just in Mostar but in Bosnia as a whole. 


The Spanish foreign minister did not enter into the 
dispute between Paris and London over how to react 
to the Serbs’ challenge, but it is to be deduced from 
his statements that he leans rather toward the British 
arguments. For instance, Solana distances himself from 
French President Jacques Chirac, and stresses that it is 
“very, very difficult to recover the Srebrenica enclave 
-— seized from the United Nations Tuesday [11 July] 
-— with the current forces on the ground.” 


In Spanish diplomacy’s opinion, in contrast with 
Britain's caution, the French threats amount to “a 
clamor to pacify a public opinion scandalized" even 
more than Spain's. Even worse is the attitude of the 
United States, whose President, Bill Clinton, made 
Thurscay [13 July], according to the minister, “more 
or less judicious statements,” in which he went so far 
as to say that the United Nations’ days in Bosnia are 
numbered. It is all the easier for the Americans to talk 
since “they have not pul even one serviceman on the 
ground.” 


Alignment with London does not mean opting for 
passivity. Solana advocates accelerating the deployment 
of the Rapid Intervention Force, and even recommends 
“ad hoc military operations,” but not in order to recover 
the enclaves. Spain is not taking part, even symbolically, 
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in the Rapid Intervention Force, because, according to 
the minister, it has been told that it is preferable for it 
to keep its eight F-18 aircraft at Aviano (Italy). 


Official Says Paris To Seek ‘Military Decisions’ 


AU1707164595 Paris AFP in English 
1602 GMT 17 Jul 95 


[by Erwan Jourand] 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Paris, July 17 (AFP) — 
France will push for military decisions to save the 
Moslem enclave of Corazde and the Bosnian capital 
Sarajevo during talks scheduled for Friday {21 July] in 
London, a top French official said here Monday [17 
July}. 


The official, who asked not to be named, said France 
would seek “operational military decisions in order to 
revive the dinlomatic peace process,” adding the French 
intention was “to stop the rot in Gorazde and Sarajevo 
if we want a negotiated settlement.” 


"There are no hard and fast decisions at this stage,” 
said the official, but a French foreign ministry official 
declared: “It is necessary that the meeting on Friday in 
London comes up with something more energetic than 
yesterday,” when the chiefs of staff of Britain, France 
and the United States held five hours of talks in London. 


A British diplomatic source in Paris said Friday's 
meeting would convene foreign and defence ministers 
as well as military chiefs of staff of the five members of 
the “contact group” — the international mediation team 
on Bosnia comprising Britain, France, Germany, Russia 
and the United States. 


Contributors to the United Nations Protection Force, 
such as Canada, delegates from NATO and Carl Bildt, 
the European Union mediator in the former Yugoslavia 
and the UN's special envoy to Bosnia Thorvald 
Stoltenberg, will also attend. 


The meeting will also discuss re-evaluation of the future 
role us ‘'NPROFOR, the British source said. [passage 
omitted] 


NATO Contingency Withdrawal Plan Shown to 
Bildt 


AU1807130095 Paris AFP in English 
1238 GMT 18 Jul 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Brussels, July 18 (AFP) — 
NATO military chiefs presented Tuesday [18 July] their 
plan for a possible withdrawal of UN peacekeepers from 
Bosnia to EU mediator on former Yugoslavia Cari Bildt, 
diplomatic sources here said. 
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Bildt was shown the so-called plan 40104, which 
provides for the wholesale withdrawal of the 24,000- 
strong United Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR), 
against a backdrop of increasingly hostile conditions for 
peacekeepers in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

NATO agreed on the withdrawal document last month 
insisting it was a contingency plan and had no bearing 
on the future of the UNPROFOR mission in the former 
Yugoslav republic. 


But increasing calis by the Bosnian Government for 
an end to the peacekeeping mission in the light of the 
UN's failure to prevent Bosnian Serb forces advancing 
on UN-designated safe havens in eastern Bosnian have 
imbued plan 40104 with added significance. 


The plan provides for the deploymc1 of up to 60,000 
NATO troops equipped with a host of military hardware 
for the execution of “Operation Determined Effort,” a 
euphemism for the humiliating process of repatriating 
all UN peacekeepers. 


The pull-out decision has to be decided on by both 
NATO and the United Nations. 


NATO's council of ambassadors will meet Wednesday 
[19 July] with UN special envoy Yasushi Akashi and the 
commander of UN peacekeepers in former Yugoslavia, 
General Bernard Janvier, for a briefing on the escalating 
Bosnian crisis. 


Akashi and Janvier will also meet with NATO Secretary 
General Willy Claes to discuss the Bosnian situation. 


EU’s Brittain Sets Priorities for WTO Talks 


AU1707141295 Paris AFP in English 
1534 GMT 17 Jul 9S 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Brussels, July 17 (AFP) — EU 
External Trade Commissioner Sir Leon Brittan Monday 
[17 July] said the Union's “top negotiating priority” at 
coming World Trade Organisation talks was removing 
foreign ownership restrictions in the telecommunication 
sector. 


Brittan said in a speech that other priorities for the EU 
negotiating strategy include increasing the number of 
countries involved and easing licensing restrictions for 
new market entrants. 


"Removing foreign ownership restrictions is the top 
negotiating priority. Allowing non-nationals to establish 
and operate the full range of services is indispensable 
for the introduction of Competition in many markets,” 
he said. 


"EU companies stand to gain from moves in this 
direction. For example, the U.S. market is a competitive 
and lucrative market,” he said. 
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"However, foreign participation in telecommunications 
companies in the United States continues to be dogged 
by the ownership restriction contained in section 310(b) 
of the Communication Act of 1934,” he said. 


The U.S. proposal to waive this measure’s 20 percent 
limit on direct foreign ownership, or 25 percent for 
indirect stakes, where the investor's market is open, is 
“far from sufficient,” he said. 


Japan also restricts foreign ownership of its telecommu- 
nications operators, he said. 


Brittan said some EU states still maintain similar 
restriction, adding: “We should consider accelerating 
changes here too so that these restrictions are eliminated 
as soon as possible.” 


A commission spokesman said the EU plans to file 
its initial offer later this month but declined to give 
any details on possible foreign ownership limits on EU 
mobile phone operators as suggested by officials last 
month. 


The talks are due to be completed by end of April 
next year. Brittan added that some 23 countries are 
participating in the talks in Geneva, mainly from the 
OECD but also including India. 


"I am working to ensure that countries with telecommu- 
nications operators which are active third country mar- 
kets become active participants in the negotiations,” he 
said. 


Singapore, Brazil and Venezuala have declared their 
intention to participate, he said, adding: “We should 
also encourage China to contribute in the context of 
its accession to the WTO.” 


EU, Russia Sign ‘Key Trade Pact’ 17 July 


AU170716189S Pavis AFP in English 
1535 GMT 17 Jul 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Brussels, July 17 (AFP) — The 
European Union [EU] and Russia signed a key trade 
pact on Monday [17 July], ending a six-month freeze in 
relations over Chechnya and potentially signalling the 
beginning of a new era in the west's relationship with 
Moscow. 


The signature came as NATO ambassadors held 
landmark talks with their Russian counterpart Vitaliy 
Churkin in the first manifestation of the regular dia- 
logue the alliance promised Moscow in May in a bid 
to win acceptance of its plans to expand to integrate 
former communist states in eastern Europe. 
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EU ministers are hopeful the twin developments will 
pave the way for a new security structure in Europe to 
fill the vacuum created by the end of the Cold War. 


“Having Russia as a partner, not an opponent, is a 
prerequiste for the stable development of Europe,” 
Danish Foreign Minister Niels Helveg Petersen said. 


"The quality of our relationship is vital to the future 
of the European continent,” Spanish Foreign Minister 
Javier Solana said. 


Russian Foreign Minister Andrei Kozyrev emphasised 
the importance of the accord in supporting liberalisa- 
tion of the Russian economy. “The strengthening of eco- 
nomic links with the EU can only reinforce the process 
of economic reform in my country,” he said. 


The EU is due later this year to debate the negotiation 
of an EU- Russia charter which would embody the 
principle of mutual non- aggression. NATO is also 
examining the idea of putting its relations with Moscow 
on a more formal footing. 


The major obstacles still to be overcome were under- 
lined however by Churkin’s demand that Russia be re- 
leased from an arms control pact signed at the end of 
the Cold War, to allow it to deploy more troops in the 
troubled Caucusus region. 


NATO officials reiterated that the Conventional Forces 
in Europe (CFE) weaty should be maintained and re- 
spected. A further meeting of the 16 NATO ambas- 
sadors plus Russia is planned for September. 


The agreement signed with the EU was an interim ac- 
cord implementing trade aspects of a broader partner- 
ship agreement with Russia, covering political as well 
as economic cooperation. It was agreed at last year's 
Corfu summit but is still awaiting ratification by the 15 
EU member states. 


The interim deal was put on ice in January in protest 
at Moscow's heavy-handed response to the rebellion in 
the breakaway Caucasus republic of Chechnya. 


The conditions initially attached to going ahead with the 
deal—which included a ceasefire and meaningful peace 
talks—have still not been fully met. 


Britain and Germany however succeeded in persuading 
their EU partners to give priority to the longer-term 
goal of consolidating economic and political reforms in 
Russia and last month's summit of EU leaders in Cannes 
issued a green light for the interim accord. 
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The accord envisages that by 1998 both sides will 
have removed most of the current restrictions on trade 
between them. 


After 1998, the EU will however maintain import quotas 
in steel and textiles while Russia will be able to maintain 
temporary limits in sectors in the course of reform or 
where they could lose their entire market share causing 
severe problems. The possibility of moving to a free- 
trade zone will also be examined at this point. 


The accord also provides for mutual notification in the 
event of disputes that may arise: deemed necessary as 
Russia is not a member of the World Trade Organisa- 
won. 


Russian Officials Begin Talks on WTO Membership 


AU1707143695 Paris AFP in English 
1420 GMT 17 Jul 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Geneva, July 17 (AFP) -- 
Russia on Monday [17 July] held talks with officials 
of the World Trade Organisation (WTO), starting the 
process of applying for membership which is expected 
to last for some months or even years. 


Russian Deputy Prime Minister Oleg Davydov, who is 
also minister for foreign economic relations, met WTO 
Director General Renato Ruggiero in Geneva at midday 
before setting out Russia's stance on its membership to 
a WTO working group. 


WTO member countries will have finally to agree 
on the terims and conditions of Russia's entry to 
the organisation and one official said Monday this 
could prove difficult. Russia’s trade laws are constantly 
changing, making it something of a “moving target,” he 
said. 


Russian diplomats said they hoped that the working 
group would be able to make some positive suggestions 
on what progress needs to be made for an early 
membership of the organisation which was sei up at the 
beginning of the year to replace the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 


Russia had observer status only in GATT. 


The Russian delegation in Geneva also included Econ- 
omy Minister Yevgeniy Yasin. 
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Association Treaty Progress With Israel, Tunisia 
AU1707190095 Paris AFP in English 
1840 GMT 17 Jul 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) Brussels, July 17 (AFP) — 
European Union foreign ministers Monday [17 July] 
lifted the last hurdle to the signing of an association 
treaty with Israel, an EU diplomat said here. 


The ministe;» of the 15 EU member countries agreed 
on the terms of the association deal to be put to Israel 
after overcoming problems on certain farm imports, the 
diplomat said. 


Earlier Monday the EU and Tunisia signed a ground- 
breaking treaty of association in a first step towards the 
creation of a free trade zone between the two in about 
12 years’ ume. 


Diplomats said lsrael was expected to be the next in a 
series of southern Mediterranean rim countries the EU 
hopes to sign agreements with in an effort to bind their 
volatile economies closer to western Europe. 


Hungary ‘On Right Track’ Toward Joining EU 
LD1707211995 Budapest Kossuth Radio Network 
in Hungarian 2000 GMT 17 Jul 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Foreign Minister Laszlo 
Kovacs gave a briefing today in Brussels at the session 
of the Association Council of the European Union and 
Hungary on Hungary's efforts made in the past six 
months to join the European Union [EU]. Gyorgy Foris 
reports from Brussels. 


[Foris] [passage omitted] Laszlo Kovacs said that both 
Spanish Foreign Minister Javier Solana, EU chairman 
in office, and Hans van den Brock, member of the 
Commission of External Relations, spoke highly of 
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the Hungarian efforts. They stressed the importance of 
economic stabilization. In light of this, they described 
the government's stabilization program as a positive 
step. They said that on the whole Hungary is on the 
right track. 


At the session Laszlo Kovacs expressed the Hungarian 
diplomacy’s wish for starting talks on accession next 
year, after the EU's so- called inter-governmental sum- 
mit on internal reforms. The minister said the Union's 
ministers took cognizance of the request. 


Ministers Fail To Agree on Banana Quotas 


AU1707181695 Paris AFP in English 
1753 GMT 17 Jul 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Luxembourg, July 17 (AFP) 
— European Union agriculture ministers Monday [17 
July) failed to solve a long-standing row over quotas 
for banana imports, EU officials said Monday. 


The 15S agriculture ministers had been supposed to 
decide on whether to increase by 353,000 metric tons the 
existing 2 million metric ton quota for Latin-American 


banana imports. 


Sweden, Finland and Austria joined the European Union 
on January | this year and banana producer countries 
— France via the French West Indies, Spain with the 
Canary Islands, and Portugal with Madeira —- wanied 
to have the right to sell their bananas in the three new 
member countries. 


But the three new countries said they usually get their 
bananas from Latin America. 


The ministers decided to postpone their decision, in- 
cluding it instead in an overall reassessing of the import 
system. 
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Parliament Debates 1994 Foreign Policy Report 


AU1507191895 Vienna DER STANDARD in German 
15-16 Jul 95 p4 


(Unattributed report: “United Nations Must Take Ac- 
uion”] 

{[FBIS Translated Text] Vienna — The latest escalation 
of the acts of war in the former Yugoslavia, the criticism 
of the French nuclear tests in the South Pacific, as well 
as the issue of the EU dominated the debate about the 
1994 Foreign Policy Report during the last Nationalrat 
session before the summer rec :ss. 


Foreign Minister Wolfgang Scnuessel called on the 
United Nations to take action. “Otherwise, the countries 
that participate in the UN mission in Bosnia will pull 
out.” Even though this is not desirable for him, this 
would obligate the United Nations to give Bosnia all 
possibilities to defend itself. This would mean lifting 
the arms embargo. He called the occupation of the UN 
protecuon zone of Srebrenica and the expulsior of the 
people from there as “abominable acts of aggression.” 


Schuessel’s coalition partner, the Social Democratic 
Party of Austria, welcomed his line. Movement for 
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Freedom Chairman Joerg Haider criticized it and found 
that Schuessel’s position was too weak. The arms 
embargo must be lifted immediately, he demanded. In 
view of the events in Srebrenica, the Greens called for 
lifting compulsory visas for Bosnians. Regarding the 
EU, Schuessel said that Austria can “consider itself 
lucky that, as an EU member, it is lastuingly integrated 
in the only reliable community of peace and stability on 
this continent.” 


State Secretary Brigitte Ederer called on France to apply 
the three concepts of “liberty, equality, and fraternity” 
also to the planned nuclear tests. The “grande nation’ 
would not lose face if it changed its mind about the 
nuclear tests. 


Liberal Forum member Fredhelm Frischenschlage: 
cited the situation in the former Yugoslavia and the 
nuclear tests as examples that political action on the 
basis of the concept of a national state leads into a 
dead end in any case. 
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Tony Blair Outlines Labour Party Policies last time you ever heard a Democrat say No?” It was 
MS1707091195 London THE TIMES in English too close to the truth for comfort. 

17 Jul 95 p 17 But look back to the firct heyday of the Left in the 


(Edited extracts from speech by Labour Party Leader Thirties and, Forties and you will find heavy emphasis 
Tony Blair to the News Corp Leadership Conference in 08 responsibility, self-improvement and the family. So 
Australia: “Is Labour the True Heir to Thatcher" the Left, if it remained mured in the past, could not 
| | offer political leadership in providing security through 
(FBIS Transcribed Text) The 20th cen ury will be te- change. 
garded as the century of transformation. A revolution of 
politics, technology, science, culture, communications What of the new Right? It led the changes in politics 
and wavel has taken place, and will conunue. With in the Eighties. it held the political initiative. The 
the disappearance of the old certainties has come en- Thatcher-Reagan leadership symbolised it. And it got 
hanced opportunity but massive instability and insecu- _— certain things right. A greater emphasis on enterprise. 
nity too. Universal suffrage has become the norm. Pros- Rewarding not penalising success. Breaking up some 
perity for the broad mass of people has increased beyond = vested interests. In that sense. Mrs Thatcher was a 
the dreams of previous centuries. But jobs are displaced _ radical, not a Tory. In the end, however, it was a 
through advances in technology and global competition. project more successful at destroying some outdated 
Traditional values are displaced by rampant mass cul- _— attitudes and prescriptions than it was at building and 
ture and universal media. The family unit — the bedrock creating. Some economic problems were tackled, but 
of stability — is, at least in parts of the West, almost others — levels of investment in capacity and people, 
collapsing. infrastructure, long-term unemployment, the quality of 


The central question of modern democratic politics is  C2¥Ca#ON. crime and welfare — if were not. 


how to provide security during revolutionary change. They were far 100 slow to recognise the signs of social 
they elect. And | don’t just mean economic security. appeared to offer little by way of solution 

They want social stability too. They want some sense of 

rules, boundaries, parameters, reorganised and accepted | have to say to you bluntly that I if the menu for 
by society as a whole, and enforced. the future now offered by the Right is that on display 
in the Conservative leadership election, it is very thin 


The disillusion with much of politics and politicians in 
. ; , grucl. It was not entirely clear what Mr Major offered. 
modern democracies 1s in part because politicians have Mr Redwood. we sold. would stun us wih @ 


failed to ignite the honest debate needed about the nature ~ 
of the sacleny we want to live in and the values it 1s built ey) pared ans quany of "5 ten ¢ wae 
upon. Yet the moral challenge is every bit as pressing — “ precge to cut waste by - son pounds 
as the economic challenge. Indeed, at critical points the “Hout the slightest indication where this money was 
two are linked. to be found. An attack — unspecified — on crime. Plus 
saving the Royal Yacht Britannia. If I had put forward 
The old Left solutions of rigid economic planning and = such a programme, | would have been laughed out of 
State control won't work. What is more, during the = court by the very newspapers who told us how bold and 
Sixties and Seventies the Left developed, almost in = imaginative it all was. 


substitution for its economic prescriptions, which by 
then were failing, a type of social individualism that Most extraordinary of all, there was not even the re- 


confused, at points at least, liberation from prejudice  Motest hint throughout the contest that the Conserva- 
— with a disregard for moral structures. It fought for “ves had been in power for 16 years. | have been self- 
racial and sexual equality, which was entirely right. — Critical about the Left. It is perhaps time for a little 
It appeared indifferent to the family and individual  >umulity to develop on the Right. 


RNPCRETEY, CHES Wes HEENG. Neither old Left nor Conservative new Right can 
There was a real danger, occasionally realised, that provide the framework for the solution of the central 
single-issue pressure groups moved into the vacuum. question. If — and I accept this is the real challenge — 
Women's groups wrote the women’s policy. Environ- _ the Left can liberate itself from outdated preconceptions, 
mental groups wrote the environmental policy, and so — strip its essential values out from the means of their 
on. This was the same elsewhere. | remember the telling = application relevantly to another part of history, then 
intervention of a speaker at the Republican convention a modern left-of-centre party is best able to provide 
of 1984 in the US asking rhetorically: “When was the _— security amid change. 
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The claim. that new Left is just a fancy way of saying 
Tory is faise. The choice is not hetween resisting change 
and just letting it happen. Nor between the State trying 
to run industry and some rather crude version of l=sser 
fare liberalism. 


Without a government that both recognises the scale of 
the challenge and has some sense of urgency in acting 
to meet it, change will end up being perceived as an 
enemy not a friend, a threat not an opportunity. 


The only way to rebuild social order and stability 
is through strong values, socially shared, inculcated 
through individuals and families. This is not some 
lurch imo authoritarianism of an altempt to impose 
a regressive personal morality. It is, im fact, about 
justce and fairness. The strong and powerful can protect 
themselves. Those who lose most through the absence 
of rules are the weak and the vulnerable. The first 
casualties of social breakdown are often the poor and 
disadvantaged. That is why the Left should teat it 
senously. 


The family is important because it is in the family that 
self-respect and respect for others are learnt. It is in the 
famny that the limits of freedom are first experienced 
and the roots of responsibility are put down. The family 
is the antithesis of narrow selfishness. 


From: the family. we build out into broader society. I 
believe in a moral obligation to help those worse off 
or weak or unemployed. Here is where the traditional 
values of the Left. applied sensiMly and practically to 
the modern world, are its strength. It can fashion a new 
moral purpose for the nation. Because of its belief in 
social justice and mutual respect, it has some chance of 
achieving them. It has the moral authority to enforce the 
rules because it sets them within an active and strong 
community. That is why a communitarian philosophy, 
again applied with common sense, allows us to move 
beyond the choice between narrow individve'ism and 
oldstyle socialism. 


Many of those who supported the British Tones during 
the Eighties were not really Tories. They were anti- 
Establihment. And they saw part of the Left as well 
as the Right running that Establishment. Unfortunately, 
many of those Tories never really wanted to bust the 
Establishment, but buy it out. 


We still have hereditary peers voting in the House 
of Lords. Our legal system is a nest of restrictive 
practices. The old boys’ network is much in evidence, 
not leas. in the City of London. The intake at Oxford and 
Cambridge from public schools has barely shifted in 30 
years. Our parliamentary system is hopelessly outdated. 
There is, believe it or not, still prejudice against success 


UNITED KINGDOM 7 


in trade and business. We are light years from being a 
true meritocracy. 


The left of centre should be the meritocrass of the 21s 
century. The Conservatives are in danger of becoming 
narowly and insularly nationalistic. There is no future 
for that in a world of change. I am not saying it does 
not have popular appeal. it does. But i is not serious 


politcs. 


Ten years ago who would have believed that Labour 
would be the party of Europe and the party of free trade” 
Historically, while being a European power, Britain has 
been special in having an empire and a global role. This 
has led us to think ourselves as apart from Europe. 
But if we want to maintain that global role now we 
must be a leading player in Europe. The transatlantic 
relaionaship will continue to be important. parucularly 
in the security field, but the Americans have made it 
clear they want a special relavonship with Europe, not 
with Britain alone if we ate to be listened to senously in 
Washington or Tokyo, or the Pacific, we will often be 
acang with the rest of Europe. If we want to influence 
trade negotiations we have to act as part of the EV. If 
we want to attract inward investment it must be clear 
we are part of Europe 


The real patriotic case, therefore, for those who want 
Britain to maintain its traditional global fole is for 
leadersmp in Europe. And, to revert to domestic politics 
for a moment, this is where any government, Left or 
Right, would in the end be driven. You can have it 
honestly under new Labour, or you can have it larded 
with anu-European rhetorx about “defending Britain 
to the death’, and arrive there m any event with the 
Conservatives. 


The Labour government I hope to lead will be outward- 
looking. imternavionalist amd committed to free and 
open trade, not an outdated and misguided narrow 
nationalism. 


it is a rejuvenated and revitalised left of centre that 
is placed to respond to and shape this new world of 
change. If it can escape the constraints of its past — 
learning from history not living in it — it is best 
equipped intellectually and philosophically for the new 
century. It is precisely to do this that new Labour will 
continue to change. 


There are two final re lections on the changing nature 
of politics. First, the culture of politics should stan 
to catch up with its reality. There will, inevitably, 
be overlap between Left and Right in the politics of 
the 2ist century. The era of the grand ideologies, all- 
encompassing, all-pervasive, total in their solutions — 
and often dangerous -— is over. In particular, the battle 
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between market and public sector is over. There will be 
boundary disputes bul not wa. 

This should start to reflect self in ¢ more open style 
of government, with a more healthy market in ideas 
across LefURight divides: there will be some policy 
convergence and wv? should be relaxed, not wibal about 
this. 


Secondly, though Gus ay seem unwise for a polivcan 
to say, polhacians should explais: these challenges more 
honestly to the public. Part of the disaffecuon with 
politacs 1s the belie! political partes tend to foster, that 
government can do it all — “Vote for us and we'll cure 
it” politcs. At an carly stage of politica: development 
people really did look to government for «.. the answers. 


But governments are less able ti: ‘ushion enurely the 
destiny of their nation. As a roe! of economic and 
social progress, government does > have the power 
over its citizens simply to enforce ‘*: change Mm wants. 
kh cannot simply direct and insen Tort <*) myriad 
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individual choices thal go to make up the economic an 
social life of a sation. This is a good development, but 
it Means we need to start sharing responsibilaty with the 
people encbling desirable comsequences to be achieved 
bul not pretending they can be achieved without the 


people working for them too. 


You cannot legislate for family life. You cannot direct 
moral purpose. You can have all the police you want but 
they won't cut crime on their own. Devolving power, 
pushing it down to local communities can help. But 
there is no substitute for the active will of the people, 
and polstcians should be far stronger in them leaders) 
im asserting the need for such a will to prove itself. 


It is a time to lay aside past prejudices and old ideas; 
to think fresh and new, to realise that the only incorrect 
imeliectual or political thoughts are those that ate pre- 
programmed, not analysed or thought through from first 
principles. That is our approach. We look forward to 
the day when we can discharge it. in government. 
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Prime Minister Meets With Sinn Fein Leader 


LD15S07063795 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in Englisi. 0340 GMT 15 Jul 95 


[By Chris Parkin, PRESS ASSOCIATION News! 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Irish Prime Minister John 
Bruton has pledged to infuse a new sense of urgency 
imto the Northern Ireland peace process 


Speaking last night after an unexpected mecting with 
Sinn Fein leader Gerry Adams, Mr Bruton also repeated 
calls for the early release by Britain of paramilitary 
prisoners. 

Dubiin government sources stressed that the speedily- 
asranged Bruton-Adams talks — also attended by U!- 
ster’s Social Democratic and Labour Party chief John 


Hume and deputy Irish premier Dick Spring — did not 
add up to a Peace process crisis Mecting. 


But the unscheduled Dublin Castle exchanges. Maged 
a an end-of-term session of the Irish government's 
National Forum for Peace and Reconciliation, were 
preceded by increasing concern a>out the state oj the 
peace Ind 

Semor Sinn Fein strategist Marun McGuinness spoke of 
the process “falling asunder” ani Dublin's Fianna Fail 


IRELAND 


oppositon party boss Berue Ahern openly spoke of a 
crisis 


Former Insh premier Albert Reynolds, one of the main 
architects of the whole process, sad there was a crisis 
of confidence 


The four-way talks ended with a joint statement urging 
carly incyusive all-party talks to resolve the Northern 
Ireland probiem 


The commumgue also highlighted the current impasse 
facing the peace process and insisted thet mt had to be 
overcome 


Afterwards Mr Bruton carefully avonded direct cnucism 
of the way Briain was handling the push for permanent 
peace but added: “We want to see all-party talks taking 
place on a basis where all parties are taking part, and 
that requires work to resolve any obstacle preventing 
thai happening 

We believe we will infuse 4 new sense of urgency 


imto everybody s deliberations on the issue and that will 
move the process forward 


Mr Bruton said the time had come for the carly release 
of paramilitary prisoners after peace had existed for 
almost a year 





report may comtamn copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
18s prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 














10 GERMANY 


Commentator Assesses U.S. China Policy 


AUi 707152695 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT 
in Gerinan 17 Jul 95 p7 


[Commentary by Dietrich Zwaetz: "No Kowtow”]} 


(FBIS Translated Text] Washington and Beijing are 
linkec in a strange ambivalent relationship. The Amer- 
ican economy is dreaming of a gigantic market of 1.2 
billion people, evzn though it may still take a long time 
for them to acquire a sufficient purchasing power. Bei- 
jing knows that it needs the United States as a door 
opener to global organizations such as the WTO [World 
Trade Organization]. Moceover, China is making the 
bulk of its foreign curieacy revenues in trade with the 
United States, which is why Beijing has never gone far 
enough with its needling to threaten its most-favored- 
nation [MFN] status with America. After all, what is at 
stake is no less than $30 billion in export surplus. 


It was only at the beginning of June that U.S. Presi- 
dent Clinton suggested extending MFN status for an- 
other year. Even though progress in respecting human 
rights in China is “unacceptable,” the U.S. Administra- 
tion has noticed an improvement in the development 
of exit permits. Yet, Beijing keeps denying its citizens 
freedom of speech, establishment of political and reli- 
gious unions, and prisoner treatment that is worthy of 
man — all of them reasons that speak against extending 
the MFN siatus. 


Yet, denying China the MFN status would deteriorate 
even the tense atmosphere between Washington and 
Beijing. Since the United States granted an entry visa to 
Taiwanese President Li Teng-hui, who only wanted io 
pay a private visit to the United States, but has mean- 
while hinted to the political character of his trip, Beijing 
has made full use of the entire range of impolite acts of 
diplomatic behavior. Last week Beijing announced that 
its ambassador, who had been recalled, would return 
to Washington only when President Clinton announced 
a “personal public condemnation” of all statements ac- 
cording to which Taiwan and Tibet, which China an- 
nexed in 1950, are "independent states.” 


Clinton can, of course, never declare himself ready 
to make such a declaration if he wants to survive 
politically. By arresting human rights activist Harry Wu, 
whom they charged with spying for the United States, 
and who is threatened by the death penalty in the worst 
case, Beijing is pushing the conflict toward collision. 


What the rulers in China do not take into consideration 
is that Clinton's decision in favor of the MFN status 
still needs to be approved by Congress next week. 
Yet, liberals and conservatives alike are strongly against 
kowtowing to Beijing. In November 1993 Clinton 
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returned bitterly disappointed from talks with Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin at the APEC [Asian Pacific 
Economic Cooperation] conference in Seattle. The man 
in the White House does not want to experience a 
second such humiliation. F-nublican Newt Gingrich has 
indicated where, in case of doubt, the United States sees 
its priorities. Gingrich thinks that the MFN status should 
not be obstructed because the mere presence of US. 
companies will produce enough pressure for reform. In 
other words: business comes before politics. 


Iraqi Official’s Visits to Bonn, Paris Reported 
JN1307195095 Baghdad INA in Arabic 
1845 GMT 13 Jul 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] Bonn, 13 Jul (INA)}—Dr. Riyad 
al-Qaysi, undersecretary of the [Iraqi] Foreign Ministry, 
visited Paris on 12 July, and Bonn on 13 July, and 
met with officials of the French and German Foreign 
Ministries. 

The undersecretary of the Foreign Ministry explained 
the developments in relations between Iraq and the Spe- 
cial Commission and the Security Council, anc stressed 
that Iraq has implemented all its essential obligations 
in accordance with Security Council resolutions which 
necessitate that the Council implements ‘ts obligations 
regarding Iraq's right to have the siege lifted. 


The French and German officials emphasized their 
commitment to the legal interpretation of the resolutions 
adopicd by the Council and the need to implement them 
in accordance with their conditions and without any 
additional commitments. 


They expressed their firm position of lifting the oil siege 
as soon as the Special Commissica ends its work. It was 
agreed to continue intensive coordination with the two 
countries regarding this issue. 


Greens’ Fischer on French Nuclear Policy 


AU1607185995 Mainz ZDF Television Network 
in German 1710 GMT 16 Jul 95 


{Interview with Joschka Fischer, chairman of the Al- 
liance 90/Greens Bundestag Group, by Alexander von 
Sobeck; place and date not given — recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Von Sobeck] Mr. Fischer, 
what are German-French relations worth when Mr. 
Chirac cannot be convinced that nuclear tests do not 
fit our time anymore? 


[Fischer] Well, | assume that Mr. Chirac knows pre- 
cisely what he is doing. I increasingly get the impres- 
sion that he is revising the French Republic's position 
in European policy, which was set down by Mitterrand 
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— also with these nuclear tests; that he is deliberately 
and fully stepping on the brake in European policy. I 
just think that we should purposefully stick to this in- 
ternational protest. This is not a national confrontation. 
France has made a decision for the benefit of its na- 
tional prestige, which deserves harshest criticism from 
the viewpoint of a potential new nuclear arms race and 
also of the danger to people and environment in the 
South Pacific. 1: you ask me, Chirac intends to achieve 
something in European policy with that. He obviously 
wants to revise Mitterrand’s position. 

(Von Sobeck] In the Bundestag you vehemently came 
out against a Bundeswehr mission in Bosnia. When you 
see the pictures from Srebrenica today, do you not feel 
that you were wrong? 


[Fischer] Emotionally, one is torn apart, there is no 
question of that. However, when I now see the dis- 
agreement between the British and the French —- the 
two main suppliers of troops — when I see the U.S. 
restraint, I must note that there is no unified Western 
position. Germany will not be able to take over any 
kind of leadership. If at all, it can just participate. Many 
parties involved there are also playing a false game. 
However, I am afraid that Messrs. Mladic, Karadzic, 
and also Milosevic will move ahead step by step, and I 
think we will get a completely new situation this sum- 
mer. I am afraid of that. We all will have to rethink our 
positions. [passage omitted] 


Poll Shows Chancellor Kohi’s Popularity Rising 
AU1607191895 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 15-16 Jul 95 p6 


(Unattributed report on the “Politbarometer” poll of 
about 2,000 voters in eastern and western Germany by 
the Mannheim Election Research Group for ZDF: “Kohl 
Up, Scharping Down") 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt} (Passage omitted] 


Majority for Red-Green 


Compared with the previous month, in July the general 
political mood in Germany changed clearly for the 
benefit of the Christian Democratic Union [CDU}/ 
Christian Social Union [CSU], in the west even more 
so than in the east. For the Free Democratic Party 
of Germany [FDP] it remained constant. The Social 
Democratic Party of Germany [SPD], on the other hand, 
shows clear losses in the west and slight ones in the 
east. The Greens have slightly lost support both in the 
west and in the east. All over Germany the political 
mood gives the CDU/CSU 47 percent (an improvement 
by 6 percentage points compared with June) and the 
SPD 32 percent (minus 4); the FDP remains unchanged 
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at 3 percent, and the Greens get 12 percent (minus 2). 
All other parties together remain unchanged, getting 7 
percent, including the Party of Democratic Socialism 
[PDS] with 3 percent and the Republikaner with | 
percent (both unchanged). 


If one looks at the political mood separately in west and 
east, then the CDU/CSU gets 49 percent (plus 8) in the 
west, which is its best value since October 1990. The 
SPD, on the other hand, gets only 32 percent (minus 5), 
which is its worst result since August 1982. 


Since polls measure only moods in the population at the 
time of the poll, conclusions as to a potential decision 
at elections sometime in the future are not permissible. 
For this reason, the Election Research Group publishes 
the “projection,” which projects the mood measured in 
the current polls onto an election result (“If Bundestag 
elections were held next Sunday....”). 


In July this projection shows gains for the CDU/CSU 
(plus 1), which thus gets 43 percent, while the SPD 
suffers losses (minus 1), getting 35 percent. The FDP 
continues below the 5-percent threshold with 4 percent, 
and the Greens get 10 percent, just as in June. The 
PDS once again gets 4 percent, and all other parties 
together also get 4 percent, as in June. Thus, once again 
there would be a parliamentary majority for a red-green 
alliance — but under the condition that the PDS does 
not enter parliament via direct mandates. 


In July the achievements of the Federal Government are 
assessed slightly better than during the previous months. 
On a scale from plus 5 (very satisfied) to minus 5 (very 
unsatisfied), it now gets 0.2. The work of the SPD in 
the opposition in Bonn gets 0.1, which is clearly less 
than last time. 


In total, 57 percent of Germans think that the Federal 
Government is doing a rater good job; 36 percent think 
its work is “rather bad.” Satisfaction is greater in the 
west (58 percent) than in the east (52 percent). The 
majority of those polled (57 percent) are, however, also 
of the view that it would not make any difference if 
the SPD were in government. East and west Germans 
agree on this matter. All over Germany 17 percent 
believe that the SPD would do a better job if it were 
in government; 21 percent think that the SPD would be 
worse in government. 


Against Moving to Berlin 


As is usual al the beginning of the quarter, in July 
too those polled were asked about the most important 
politicians in Germany, and everyone could give up to 
five names. Compared with April there has not been any 
changes. Just as then, Helmut Kohli, Norbert Bluem, 
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Theo Waigel, Wolfgang Schaeuble, Rita Suessmuth, 
Klaus Kinkel, Rudolf Scharping, Gerhard Schroeder, 
Johannes Rau, and Joschka Fischer are the 10 most 
important German politicians. 

Their popularity has slightly gone up since June; only 
the marks of Norbert Bluem and Rudolf Scharping are 
worse now. As he has been since the beginning of the 
year, Johannes Rau is right at the top of the popularity 
scale. At the bottom Klaus Kinkel is the only one to 
get a negative mean value. Helmut Kohl has improved 
once again — following 0.8 in May and 1.0 in June, he 
now gets 1.1. 


A total of 68 percent of Germans think that the CDU 
fully supports Helmut Kohl's policy; 26 percent dis- 
agree. East and west Germans agree on this assessment, 
and there are no marked differences among the follow- 
ers of different parties. A total of 76 percent of the 
CDU/CSU followers all over Germany think that the 
CDU cohesively supports Kohl; 77 percent of the FDP 
followers, 66 percent of the SPD followers, and 67 per- 
cent of the Greens followers think so. 


The assessment is just the opposite regarding the SPD: 
Only 15 percent of those polled (13 percent in the 
west, 24 percent in the east) believe that the SPD fully 
supports Rudolf Scharping; 73 percent do not think so. 
This assessment is shared beyond party borders: Only 
26 percent of the SPD followers all over Germany think 
that their party is cohesive; 9 percent of the CDU/ 
CSU followers, 18 percent of the FDP followers, and 
11 percent of the Greens followers think so. [passage 
omitted] 


CSU Leader Interviewed on Party Strategy 


AU1707143295 Berlin DIE WELT in German 
17 Jul 9S p2 


[Report on interview with Finance Minister Theo 
Waigel by Hannes Burger in Munich; date not given: 
“Waigel Calls For Offensive Against Red-Green”} 


([FBIS Translated Text] In an interview with DIE 
WELT, Christian Social Union [CSU] Chairman Theo 
Waigel said that neither a nation-wide extension of the 
CSU nor supporting a right-wing party segment could 
serve the CSU as a long-term strategy for maintaining 
the government majority. Al the strategy summit of the 
Christian Democratic Union [(CDUJ/CSU, Jue to be held 
in Bonn tomorrow, the point will be to agree with the 
CDU on the Union parties’ clear joint course both for 
a CDU/CSU policy with a strong image and a more 
offensive attitude toward the Social Democratic Party 
[SPD] and the Greens. “We must convince the voters 
that even in 1998, Germany should not be governed 
without the CDU/CSU," Waigel said and added that 
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“even public mind games by some naive illusionists in 
the CDU about black-green coalitions could easily cost 
the CDU/CSU 30 percent of its traditional vote.” 


Waigel stated that his opinion on that was shared by 
Bavarian Minister President Edmund Stoiber and the 
other CSU participants in the strategy summit, as well as 
by CDU Chairman Helmut Kohl and Wolfgang Schaeu- 
ble, chairman of the CDU/CSU Bundestag Group. To 
be able to stay in power after 1998, “either the Free 
Democratic Party of Germany [FDP] must regenerate 
and surmount the 5-percent hurdle again, or, if it does 
not, the CDU/CSU, led by Federal Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl, must try to reach a result of 45 percent plus x 
alone. It can be done.” 


Waigel said that this would make it necessary to win the 
next landtag elections in Berlin, Baden-Wuerttemberg, 
and Schleswig-Holstein to break the SPD’s policy of 
obstruction and nay-saying in the Bundesrat. Waigel: 
“Although this falls into the responsibility of the CDU, 
the CSU will support it. Whether this elections can be 
won will also depend on our policy in Bonn in the next 
six months.” 


According to Waigel, the FDP is “not yet lost" as a 
partner for future coalitions. Despite the fact that the 
party was in a “mess in the past few months,” surveys 
show that the FDP would still be polling 4 percent of 
the vote, which is why its recovery is well possible, 
because the voters are “much more flexible today and 
self-assured than before; they also vote strategically.” 
Together with the FDP, the CDU/CSU must "appeal to 
the electorate from center to right; there is no majority 
left of center.” 


The tactical promotion of new movements or right-wing 
parties is considered as not calculable and too dangerous 
by Waigel. “On the other hand,” the CSU leader argued 
that “a new right-wing party would quickly emerge 
again if CDU land groups were to fall for black-green 
illusions, thus making CDU/CSU voters insecure.” 


Therefore, the CDU/CSU’s long-term structure must 
be aimed at having a clear stance on crucial issues, 
ranging from the support of the allies in the Bosnia 
mission to a clear European policy and internal security. 
It is also necessary to stick to a consistent financial 
policy and to maintain the strict austerity course in 
the budget. Waigel: “That means no new taxes, but a 
gradual reduction of the burden. A hard German mark 
has also been of advantage for our economy in the long 


Waigel noted that the CDU/CSU must not only pursue a 
convincing policy of its own, but also “think about how 
we deal with the Greens in parliarsent in the future, 
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put our finger on the SPD's sore spots more firmly, 
mercilessly exposing the antagonistic positions in the 
SPD’s leading troika, and, most importantly, we must 
take away from the SPD the support of the workers who 
are disappointed by red-green politics.” 


FDP’s Westerwelle on Coalition With CDU/CSU 


LD1807094195 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network 
in German 0515 GMT 18 Jul 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] (Correspondent Friedbert 
Meurer] On the telephone, I now welcome Guido 
Westerwelle, the Free Democratic Party [FDP] general 
secretary. Good morning Herr Westerwelle. 


[Westerwelle] Good morning Herr Meurer. 


{Meurer} Does it worry you that the union and the 
Christian Social Union [Christian Democratic Union/ 
Christian Social Union, CDU/CSU] are discussing today 
whai to do if the FDP is no !onger available as a 
coalition partner? 


[Westerwelle] No, because I know that the FDP will not 
be unavailable. Even in the short period that I have been 
in the FDP, in those 15 years, the party has survived 
three crises. [passage omitted] I believe the FDP has a 
future and above all that the FDP, which is currently 
going through a difficult time, will consolidate itself. I 
ain really convinced of this and we will speak again 
after the next four regional parliamentary elections. In 
the end I think the FDP will be successful. [passage 
omitted] 


{Meurer} Are Green policies really still the ghost that 
would deter voters? 


[Westerwelle] The Greens themselves have, of course 
developed, but if you look at the federal level, the 
policies of the Greens — their foreign policy, their 
defense policy, their economic policy, and even their 
social policy — are policies worthy of a fool's hat. 
These are not reliable, serious policies that would make 
the party eligible as a coalition partner. On the other 
hand if — this will not happen -— but if the FDP was to 
disappear — after all this is what the Social Democratic 
Party [SPD] and the Greens want — then there would be 
a left-wing alliance of SPD and Greens for years, which 
would at least be tolerated by the Party of Democratic 
Socialism [PDS] or even have the participation of the 
PDS. After all this is on the agenda for instance in 
Berlin. [passage omitted] 


{Meurer} But look at the polls: 43 percent for the CDU 
nationwide, in the West it is even 49 percent. If you 
count the borrowed votes of the FDP it could be enough. 
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(Westerwelie] I find your description “borrowed votes” 
quite presumptuous. Every vote is borrowed. It is given 
by the voter to a particular party for one legislative 
period. This is the decisive factor: The voters have 
become much more mobile. Now, for a short period 
of time they have moved away from the FDP. But if 
the FDP presents good policies, which it will do, they 
will be prepared to return to the FDP. You mentioned 
the figures: 43 percent, that is what has been measured 
demographically in the good times between elections. 
This rather indicates that there will not be an absolute 
majority. [passaze omitted] 


Turkish Businessman on Planned New Party 


AU1807094795 Berlin DIE TAGESZEITUNG 
in German 15-16 Jul 95 pS 


{Interview with Baki Kiper, member of the founding 
committee of the “Democratic Party of Germany,” by 
Dieter Rulff; place and date not given: “We Are Against 
Assimilation”) 

(FBIS Translated Text] Turks living in Germany want 
to unite in a “Democratic Party of Germany.” As 
businessman Baki Kiper, a member of the founding 
committee, says, the party is to be founded in Berlin 
on 29 October. This was agreed by more than ‘00 
participants in a founding meeting in Dortmund ast 
weekend [8-9 July]. The founding is controvers.al. 
Alliance 90/Greens Bundestag Deputy Cem Ozdem'r 
fears negative effects on the discussion about dual 
citizenship. Murat Cakir, spokesman of the Federation 
of Turkish Immigrants’ Associations, even sees the new 
party as free ammunition for right-wing radicals. 


(Rulff} Mr. Kiper, if all Turks with a German passport 


were to support your party, it would get just 2 percent 
of the votes. What is the purpose of all the effort? 


{Kiper] Our is a long-term initiative. In the medium- 
term we want to gain the support of the Turks, in 
the long run we want to represent the interests of all 
foreigners. And then we will certainly be able to cross 
the 5-percent threshold. 


[Rulff] Provided all foreigners get suffrage in Germany. 
This demand is made by Alliance 90/Greens and the 
Social Democratic Party of Germany [SPD]. Why do 
you not join these parties? 


[Kiper] We are convinced that these parties have not 
represented the interests of the minorities sufficiently. 
Therefore, we want to found our own party. 


[Rulff] The leftist parties are closest to what you 
want to do. Nevertheless, you consider yourselves a 
conservative movement. 
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[Kiper] We are a party of the center. In particular the 
SPD has not done too much for foreign working people, 
and the most vehement criticism of Turkey comes from 
the SPD. 


(Rulff] Is the relationship between German parties and 
the Turkish Government the basis of your assessment? 
[Kiper] Yes, we are working for Turkey to be under- 
stood better in Germany. 

{Rulff}] Turkey is criticized in Germany because of its 
policy toward the Kurds and its human rights policy. 
[Kiper] Many things are misunderstood... 

{[Rulff] ..the intervention in northern Iraq? 

[Kiper] We do not see this as an intervention but as a 
legitimate right to protect one’s own security. 

[Rulff}] What is the Turkish Embassy's attitude toward 
your initiative? 

[Kiper] It is completely neutral. The Embassy has taken 
note of the initiative. 

{Rulff] Is the intended establishment of a party not an 
act of isolation? 


[Kiper] We do not see it this way. Our goal is for the 
Turks to get active and passive suffrage without having 
to lose their identity. If they have lived here for 10 years, 
they should get all the rights that the local people enjoy. 
The period involved is open to discussion. 

[Rulff] Is your goal also cultural integration? 

[Kiper] We do not oppose this at all. However, we 
are against assimilation; we are againsi our compatriots 
being forced to lose their identity in order to be able to 
live here. 

{Rulff} Who supports your plan? 

{Kiper] This is an initiative of individual persons. 
However, since we held our first meetings in Frankfurt 
and Dortmund, we have been getting new members 


every day. 

{Rulff} So far, no Turkish community and no Turkish 
association is known to support the founding of your 
party. 

[Kiper] There are at least none that want to prevent it. 
[Rulff} Which party is closest to you? 

({Kiper] In the Christian Democratic Union (CDU] there 
are many deputies, with whom we get along very well. 
{Rulff} Are there already some contacts? 

[Kiper) Yes, there are contacts. 
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[Rulff} You and the CDU are united by the fact that the 
CDU does not criticize the Turkish state as much as the 
SPD? 


[Kiper] This is completely correct, and we would 
welcome it if the SPD were to share the CDU’s point 
of view. 


[Rulff] Do you get support from Turkey? 
[Kiper}] No. 


Firm’s Libyan Gas Plant Deal Outlined 


AU1307172595 Hamburg STERN in ‘serman 
13 Jul 95 pp 90-93 


[Report by Karl Guenther Barth, Uli Hauser, Rudolf 
Lambrecht, and Leo Mueller: “Code Name ‘Refinery’"} 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The investigators arrived on 
Tuesday morning (not further specified] at 0900. Eight 
public prosecuiors and 100 officers from the Federal 
Office of Criminal Investigation (BKA) and the Federal 
Office of Customs Investigations (ZKA), and from 
the regional customs investigation authority struck in 
13 towns and communes. The large-scale operation 
was aimed at the Stuttgart entrepreneur Hans-Joachim 
Rose and several of his business partners. They are 
urgently suspected “of having promoted the production 
of chemical weapons (construction of a poison gas 
factory in Libya)” and thus of having violated Section 
18 of the arms sales control law. 


The public prosecutors had arrest warrants for Rose, 
his representative in Tripoli in Libya, Roland F. Berger, 
and the chemical weapons expert Fritz Gueldener. At 
the same time, the judicial authorities in Switzerland 
also took action against Rose. In cooperation with the 
BKA, they searche~ his company Decotec in Fribourg 
for evidence of Use Libyan deal. 

For the second time, the judicial authorities are now 
trying to gather evidence of the allegation that Rose 
helped the Libyan dictator Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi 
build a poison gas factory. As early as on 20 October 
1994, the Stuttgart public prosecutor ordered a search 
of the offices and homes of Rose, his employees, 
and business partners. However, little progress has so 
far been achieved in the investigations under the file 
name 14) Js 43314/94. The results of the search were 


meager because Rose apparently transferred important 
documents abroad. 


STERN has now succeeded in shedding light on the 
dark deals between Hans-Joachim Rose and the Arab 
country. Statements by witnesses and contracts, delivery 
lists, freight documents, and other correspondence are 
hardening the suspicion: Avoiding the UN embargo, 
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Rose arranged the delivery of three gas purification 
plants to Libya via front companies and a partner in 
India. 

According to Professors Kurt Dialer (Munich) and 
Wolfgang Swodenk (Cologne), chemical enginecring 
experts who provide expert opinion for the court, the 
purification plants are so-called “dual-use plants,” which 
means that they can be used for two purposes. Apart 
from the production of pesticides, they can also be used 
for the production of chemical warfare agents, the two 
experts told STERN. 


When scrutinizing the documents, Professor Dialer 
discovered that waste gas, thionyl chloride — which 
can be used for the production of pesticides but also for 
the deadly poison gas S-Lost — is being fed into two of 
the three purification plants. One of the two aggregates 
is exactly designed for the quantitative proportion of 
carbon dioxide and hydrogen chloride that develops 
during the processing of thionyl chloride into war gas. 


Thus, is this a second al-Rabitah? In 1989 STERN 
revealed that the Imhausen Chemie company from 
Lahr delivered a complete poison gas factory to the 
Libyan dictator. The “Auschwitz in the desert sand” 
(NEW YORK TIMES) brought the FRG into discredit 
worldwide and reminded many of the statement by poet 
Paul Celan on the killing of millions of Jews: “Death is 
a master from Germany.” 


Only one year later, in March 1990, the investigators 
became aware of Hans-Joachim Rose for the first time. 
He tried to smuggle a Sicmens computer control plant 
— a similar one had been used ior the poison gas 
factory in al-Rabitah — to Libya. Further investigations 
revealed that Rose had also supplied line wires for 
missiles in Iran. On 30 March 1995, the Stuttgart court 
sentenced him to a suspended prison term of one year 
and nine months and to a fine of 80,000 German marks 


[DM]. Rose lodged an appeal. 


In another complaint, Rose is accused of having pro- 
cured IBM computers for the Libyan missile program 
“Al Fatah.” The trial is still pending. 


The deal with the gas purification plants was apparently 
so hot that Rose decided to carry it out via other 
countries. His Decotec group of firms with offices in 
Fribourg in Switzerland, the Libyan capital Tripoli, 
and in the U.S. state of Virginia is considered a good 
address for weapons dealers. Thus, the American Bill 
Weisenburger suddenly appeared at the Swiss Decotec 
headquarters during the STERN investigations and held 
negotiations with Rose behind closed doors. The former 
CIA man Weisenburger was involved in one of the 
largest weapons embezzling scandals in the United 
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States. In 1976 he helped smuggle equipment for the 
training of terrorists to Libya. He was fired by the CIA 
and set up his own business as a ».*apons dealer in 
Virvini 


According to statements by witnesses and documents 
that are available to STERN, the deal with the gas 
purification plants was carried out in the following way: 


On 5S April 1991, the Dublin company High Class 
Properties Ltd. (HCP) concluded an agreement with 
the Libyan System Engineering Company (SEC) on 
the delivery of “waste gas scrubbing plants.” The HCP 
in Dublin is apparently a mailbox belonging to Rose. 
Business mail concerning the gas purification plant was 
sent directly to “Decotec” in Fribourg, “attention Mr. 
Hans Rose.” The explosive DM1IS5 million project was 
code named “refinery.” 

Among Western intelligence services, SEC is known as 
al-Qadhdhafi’s cover organization for the procurement 
of weapons and all kinds of embargoed goods. 


Rose asked the Indian company Vijay Exports and 
Agencies in Bombay, specialized in the construction of 
plants for security and disaster control, to produce and 
deliver the gas purification plants. Rose stated that he 
met “managing director” Jitendra R. Salot at a fair in 
Hannover in 1989. 


Vijay means “winner” in Hindi. It employs approxi- 
mately S00 people, including about 150 engineers. Vijay 
has five factories around Bombay and regional offices in 
Delhi, Madras, and Calcutta. Jitendra R. Salot is known 
to business partners as an extremely tough negotiator. 
The motto of the multimillionaire is: “Take things as 
they come.” 


At a three-day secret meeting in Tunis between 13 
.ad 15 August 1992, the Libyans submitted the final 
specifications for the gas purification plants and their 
transport to Tripoli. 


Professor Dialer considers suspicious the fact that the 
Libyans demanded a “considerable improvement” in 
the security standards of the plant. Somehow this is 
familiar to him. Saddam Husayn’s poison gas factory 
in Samarra was first also designed as an “ordinary 
plant” for pesticides for cover purposes, and later it was 
modified. 


Because of the embargo against Libya — a consequeme 
of the bomb attack on a U.S. jumbo jet over Lockerbie 
— the gas purification plant was delivered to al- 
Qadhdhafi via Alexandria. On 21 May 1993 the freighter 
“Mijo” made fast in Tripoli. On board were overseas 
containers with the first and second partial delivery. 
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When everything was complete, four Indian engineers 
travelled to Libya via Rome and Djerba in the summer 
of 1994. The suitcases with the documents were sepa- 
rately transported by air io Malta for security reasons, 
and from there they were forwarded by ship to Tripoli. 
Rose's mailbox company HCP advised Vijay manager 
Salot that a German expert would carry ou: “he test and 
the acceptance. The man was Fritz Gueldener, 72, an 
expert for chemical warfare agents. The retired chief 
engineer from Elztal-Rittersbach near Heidelberg is an 
old acquaintance of Rose's. He used to be a specialist 
teacher for the NBC (nuclear, biological, and chemical 
weapons} Defense Academy of the Bundeswehr in 
Sonthofen and department head of a weapons company 
in the Baden region, which develops NBC defense 
vehicles for the Bundeswehr and for export. 


For these companies, he trained Arab military officials 
in defense against chemical, biological, and nuclear 
weapons in the 1980°s. Gueldener boasted of having 
the best contacts with Egyptian officers. The retiree, 


FBIS-WEU-95-137 
18 July 1995 


whose second wife is 20 years his junior, still feels too 
energetic for the quiet life of a pensioner: “I cannot live 
as 4 pensioner.” 


For the acceptance test, the gas purification plants were 
set up in a militarily protected hall on the premises of 
SEC approximately 8 km southeast of Tripoli. There 
they were well hidden from the cameras of the spy 
satellites. The final destination was to be kept strictly 
secret. The Federal Intelligence Service and the CIA 
suspect Usa! Libya is building a new poison gas factory 
in underground bunkers 80 km southeast of Tripoli, near 
the small town of Tarhunah [name as published]. Spy 
satellites discovered parts of chemical plants, similar 
to the ones used in al-Rabitah, there in 1992. The 
bunkers have been dug approximately 200 meters into a 
mountain slope. The vaults are about 10 meters high and 
10 meters wide. The drilling was completed in spring 
1995. According to the findings of the secret services, 
the bunkers are currently being covered with acidproof 
tiles. 
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Pacts Opposed to EU-U.S. Free Trade Area 


BA) 307130895 Paris LE FIGARO (LE 
FIGARO-ECONOMIE Supplement) in French 
13 Jul 95 p10 


[Report by Ramon-!.mis Acuna: “Passing on thc Baton: 
Paris, Madrid, and use Stakes in the Mediterranean”) 
{[FBIS Translated Tort] Madrid — France regards 
the Euro-Mediterrancaa conference due io be held in 
Barcelona in November as a “major element” of the 
Spanish EU presidency. French Foreign Minister Herve 
de Charette took advantage of his first Spanish-French 
mecting to propose “joint preparation between the two 
countries” for this important meeting of the so-called 
“Fifteen Plus Twelve” (the 15 EU member states plus 
the 12 countries around the Mediterranean, with the 
exception of Libya). 

Speaking in Madrid, Herve de Charette confirmed for 
benefit of the press that Paris is not in favor of inviting 
the United States to this conference in Barcelona. 
According to him the conference should be a purely 
European affair, despite the presence of the U.S. fleet 
in the Mediterranean. 

“Al any rai¢ 0c invitation has yet been sent out, because 
it has not been decided whether or not some countries 
might participate in the confereace as observers,” the 
French foreign minister said. 

"The Style Makes the Man" 

This is one of the Spanish presidency'’s most ambitious 
plans. Prepared by the French presidency it is intended 
to stabilize the cntire Mediterranean region hy awarding 
loans to the countries in the south using the funds for 
development aid (worth ECU 4,685 billion) as agreed at 
the Cannes summit. This is the first time that the Fifteen 
have taken note of their southern border. 


Another major challenge for the Spanish is the negotia- 
tion oi a new Transatlantic Declaration, for the United 
States is of the opinion that the 1990 version is clearly 
outdated. “Why not?” Mr. de Charette said in Madrid, 
albeit before going on to say that in his view six months 
appeared too short a period to sign a new agreement 
with the Americans “unless titanic efforts are made.” 
During a news conference held at the Casa de America 
in Madrid, U.S. Secretary of Siate Warren Christopher 
recently put his cards on the table by trying to focus 
this EU-U.S. agreement on economic aspects: greater 
flexibility for investments, for example, and a knocking 
down of non-customs barners ‘o trade. 


According to the U.S. plan, this should pave the way 
for the future establishment of a vast free-trade area 
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spanning both sides of the Atlantic. “France is against 
establishing a free-trade area of this kind. On the other 
hand we are defending mululateral trade relations, as 
recommended by the WTO,” the French foreign minister 
reiterated. 


When asked whether France had a new foreign policy 
now that President Chirac has taken office, He-ve de 
Charette said that there remained some continuity in 
French diplomacy, since “France's foreign interests have 
not changed and respond to the tides of history.” 


If, as Buijon [French writer) once said, “the style makes 
the man,” the minister ccnceded that the arrival of 
Jacques Chirac has been accompanied by a change in 
style. “Thank goodness,” he concluded. 


Tokyo's Threat To Boycott Goods Dismissed 


AU1707181395 Paris AFP in English 
1745 GMT 17 Jul 95 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text) Paris, July 17 (AFP) — 
French officials on Monday [17 July] dismissed a 
}apanese threat to boycott French goods to protest Paris’ 
resumption of nuclear tests as electorally motivated. 


The governraent’s foreign trade department said France 
did not take seriously the warning by Japanese Finance 
Minister Masayoshi Takemura that French goods faced 
being it with a boycott by the world’s second biggest 
economy. 


“Trade reisiiens between France and Japan are on 
an upswitig ai ‘he moment,” said a spokesman for 
the department, dismissi..- the comments as “electoral 


Takemura, leader of the New Party Sakigake, one of 
three components in Japan's ruling coalition, said in 
Tokyo earlier: “Let us protest at France by collecting 
signatures or boycotting (French) products.” 


His comments came in the context of a campaign for 
elections on Sunday to Japan's upper house. Specifically 
he said his party planned to submit a resolution critical 
of France to an extraordinary session of parliament in 
August or September. 


Japan is France's ninth most imporant trade partner, 
after Germany, Britain, Italy, Belgium, the Netherlands, 
Luxembourg, Spain, and the United States. 


A Japanese boycott would particularly hit luxury prod- 
ucts such as clothes, cognac and leather goods. Clothing 


alone constitutes 9.4 percent of the total of 2.4 billion 
francs worth (nearly $500,000) of exports annually. 
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Cognac provides 7.5 percent of exports, while leather 
goods make up 7 percent, according to figures provided 
by the foreign trade department. 


Comute Colbert, a grouping of some 75 French lux- 
ury products which includes Chanel, Guerlain, Veuve 
Cliguot and Hermes, made 15 percent of its sales there 


last year. 


Other groups with a surprisingly strong interest in 
France include pharmaceuticals giant Rhome Poulenc 
and ski-manufacturer Rossignol. 


France and Japan are currently in a delicate stage 
of bilateral trade negotiations under the auspices of 
the World Trade Organization. The trade department 
spokesman said France would try to avoid new compli- 
cations to the talks. 


Chirac’s Excessive ‘Ambiguity’ Criticized 
9SP20909 


[FBIS Media Note] Fearful that, in a Fra ce shaken 
by the ‘social fracture, he might encounter “sudden 
adversity, President Jacques Chirac carefully refrains 
from indicating the course he will take, “presuming he 
has a clear vision of it himself,” wrote Claude Imbert 
in his editorial in the 8 July Paris weekly LE POINT. 
His “ambiguity,” however, takes a “rather cavalier” tone 
that “flabbergasts’ diplomats, whose reception of his 
many opposing remarks on Europe is “mixed.” While 
the “maniacal excitement of an impatient and soured 
political class” just two months after his election ought 
to be taken into account, Imbert remarked, Chirac has 
not known ‘the inaugural splendor of beginnings.” 


Chirac’s ambiguity does not disguise the fact that his 
main goal is to keep France in first place among 
European powers. His domestic policy is aimed at 
reducing France's “fearsome” deficits. At the foreign 
policy level, he confirms his desire for a single currency 
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by 1999. Nevertheless, his signals to “Euroskepucs 
insisting On a “strong franc’ are so powerful they 
are confusing, Imbert contended. In response to those 
fearful of lifting border barners, Chirac is deiaying 
the implementation of the Schengen agreement. He 
is also “stoking” Briush Pnme Minister John Major 
so “ostensibly” that London is already dreaming of a 
cooling in the Franco-German “idyll.” His attacks on 
the Dutch for their drug policy, on the Italians for 
the devalued lira, and on the Greeks—‘who actually 
deserved it"—for their policy on Mac ionia “raise the 
specter of an arrogant and bullying France. While his 
nioves doubtlessly stem from a “brusque and daring’ 
temperament, others see in them a change of course 
that arouses mistrust, Imbert affirmed. 


Although France has not changed its European policy. 
there is little in common between the old six-member 
culturally and economically homogeneous Europe and 
the Europe of fifteen members, an ‘assemblage doomed 
to loosening up,” which, in the words of author Jean- 
Louis Bourlanges, “is expecting a triple revolution, 
Imbert continued. First, the revolution of “power, 

because it will have to assume a new weight in the 
world; secondly, the revolution of “diversity. and 
thirdly, the revolution of “numbers,” which will demand 
new decisionmaking procedures. While some degree of 
“patient and cunning ambiguity’ is necessary to deal 
with these problems, too much of it is inadvisable, 
Imbert maintained. France will be judged as much by its 
determination to reduce state spending and implement 
long-needed fiscal reforms as by clearness on Europe. 
Chirac has the means to act and can impose on the 
“reucent” faction of his Rally for the Republic (RPR) 
party a courageous vision of France's future. Time is 
short, however, for the 1998 legislative elections are 
looming ahead. With his “surfeit of energy,” all Chirac 
needs is “more clarity,” Imbert concluded. 
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Commentator: ‘Clinton Does Not Know How To 
Act’ 

BR1807113695 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
18 Jul 9S pp 1, 12 


[Commentary by Bernardo Valli: “The Weapon of 
Reason} 

{[FBIS Translated Excerpt) Indignation is the noble 
reflection of the sentiment of abused justice. [French 
philosopher) Andre Gide used to say that it is “the flip 
side of the coin of love” and swear that only death would 
stop him from hanging on to his ability to be indignant. 
Thus the reactions aroused by the horrific pictures from 
Bosnia and the reports coming in of the ethnic cleansing 
being implemented by the Serbs prove that human 
solidarity is still very much alive in our country. Italy's 
moral conscience is not going through a crisis: This 
reaiizauion warms the cockles of our heart at a time 
when it is legitimate to doubt consumer Europe's ability 
to tackle postcommunist Europe's bloody crises just 
the other side of the Adriatic. It is reassuring to know 
that sentiments of generosity win the day, in however 
abstract a form, over egotism. [passage omitted] 


The European nations as a whole do not have the 
helicopters necessary to move the Anglo-French- 
Netherlands Rapid Reaction Force, nor do they have 
the means needed to guarantee it any protection. The 
Americans, on the other band, have the helicopters 
but they do not want to rin the risk of seeing them 
shot down by the Serbs. MATO's air force — “our” 
planes — is in fact basical’y American and does not 
want to take to the air unless the Serb missile batteries 
are knocked out first. But born bing them would mean 
exposing the blue helmets on t:¢ ground to retaliation: 
And the French do not wish to e\pose their men to risk 
since they are insufficiently armod and insufficient in 
number to defend themselves. 


Our domestic troubles over the last three years 
have filled our country with numerous experts in 
“Butnglione-ology” [reference to fo-mer Italian Popular 
Party secretary], diverting attention from the nearby 
tragedy in the former Yugoslavia. That is understand- 
able. But the result is that all we can come up with 
now is a debate on the quality and intensity of our 
indignation. So it might be worth reminding people that 
what is going on in Bosnia is a civil war. A civil war 
which brings pictures of grief and horror into our homes 
every evening at dinner time. When those pictures 
exceed our albeit high level of tolerance or indifference, 
our anger explodes. The capture of Srebrenica and 
the immediate implementation of e. vic cleansing by 
the Serbs against the Bosnians has coincided, this 
time, with the most serious crisis in the partnership of 
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Western nations directly or indirectly involved in the 
affair. A divided Europe with no means is unable to 
intervene and the United States does not want to get 
involved in a “European tragedy” which, now the Cold 
War is over, does not closely concern it. Paralyzed by 
the isolationist Republicans who dominate Congress. 
President Clinton docs not know how to act in this 
last stage of his mandate. What pictures would do the 
greatest damage to his candidacy? The risky pictures 
of military intervention, or the shameful pictures of 
withdrawal? 


Europe's lack of substance and the U.S.’s dilemma 
would have even grescr consequences if the great 
powers were involved in the Bosnian civil war as 
they were in the Spanish Civil War, in the years 
immediately preceding World War Il. When Georges 
Bernanos expressed his indignation over the systematic 
killing of [Spanish] Republicans in Matorca by Franco's 
troops, aided by the local clergy, in a famous pamphiet 
entitled “The Great Cemeteries Under the Moon,” that 
essay in denunciation, written by a Catholic sovelist 
who at the time was not unsympathetic toward Franco's 
Cause, was an act of civil courage which can still inspire 
us and lend our indignation the necessary credentials. 
With their torment and suffering, the Bosnians have 
offered us the chance to assess the powerlessness and 
lack of preparation which the nature of our society 
entails, and to reassess the powers of attorney which 
we have given to the United States for the past 50 years 
to guarantee our defense. In becoming irrational and 
allowing ourselves to feel an indignation which does 
not look reality in the face, we are committing an act of 
cowardice: We are continuing to fool Sarajevo. Let us 
not talk, therefore, of Munich “95 or Hitler-Milosevic. 
Let us not attribute to facts and people dimensions they 
do not possess. Let us stick to the real tragedy, which 
is harsh enough as it is, and let us keep our indignation 
dignified. If one has a “duty to kill,” he inevitably has 
to be prepared also to die. Otherwise the equation does 
not work. 


Corcione Interviewed on New Defense Model 


BR1307142095 Milan IL SOLE-24 ORE in Italian 
13 Jul 9S ppl. 4 


{Interview with Defense Minister Domenico Corcione 
by Massimo Bongiovanni in Rome; date not given: 
“Defense Industry Needs a Plan") 


(FBIS Translated Text] Rome — Domenico Corcione 
is @ minister with stars and stripes, a minister-general 
who has never concealed his ambition to support the 
qualitative growth of our country's defense system, 
along the path that his mandate enables him to pursue. 
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And that this is why he is fighting fiercely to secure a 
clear and final position from Parliament on the New 
Defense Model, the plan to reform the Armed Forces’ 
orguni:ational and operational structure which, though 
originally devised by his predecessor, Virgin.o Rognoni 
9 less than five years ago, has never been finalized. 


Now Domenico Corcione is trying again. He says 
that there is no longer any scope for “vacillation and 
hesitation.” He says that “because of the devastating 
effect of the latest cuts,” it is necessary to halt “the 
negative trend seen hitherto” or the defense budget 
front. During a break in yesterday's proceedings in 
Rome of the conference on the New Defense Model, 
he summed up some of the main points of his strategy 
for IL SOLE-24 ORE. 


(Bongiovanni} What is slowing the progress toward the 
restoration of the Armed Forces’ efficiency” 


{Corcione} It is the constant reconsiderations and vague- 
ness of the programs that are causing the greatest delays. 
The Armed Forces provide two services to the country: 
They guarantee security and they help to enhance the 
nation’s political influence. This is why we need a clear 
plan capable of providing a long-term outlook of at least 
3 years. 


[Bongiovanni} Companies working in the defense sector 
express anxiety for the same reason. 


(Corcione] That is true. But enterprises too must learn to 
make sacrifices, at what is a difficult time for everyone. 
The Italian Armed Forces can no longer be considered 
an exclusive pasture for national industries. Businesses 
must look around and consider mergers 


[Bongiovanni) Do they have any prospect of growth” 


{Corcione}] Only if they can realize that technological 
progress leaves no room for hesitation and that whoever 
fails to keep pace with it is bound to be left irretrievably 
behind, with very poor chances of recovery. | repeat: 
The Armed Forces are not a guaranteed employer. 
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{[Bongiovanni] Does this also mean that you would 
rather be free to buy defense equipment in the inter- 
nauonal market? 


[Cocione] I would like to be able to buy the best 
equipment at the best possible price. 


[Bongiovanni] So would you now have some doubts 
about ratifying options such as the Aricte tank or the 
replacement of the old F104 aircraft, which Chief of 
Staff Guido Venturoni too has described as a “political 
soluuon”? 


[Corcione}] Yes, | would have to think very hard about 
it. The decision to lease the British Tornado’s was a 
second choice, too. 


[Bongiovanni] Do you also have reservations about 
international cooperation programs, such as the Eu- 
rofighter, the Onzzonte frigate, and the EH-101 heli- 


copter? 


[Corcione}] No, this is the way to go. For Italian 
firms, too, which can thus grow. But these are long- 
term programs that the country must guarantee will be 
pursued. 


[Bongiovanni] Where are firms going wrong? 


[Corcione] For instance, they compete between them- 
selves, as happened over the training aircraft: Two Ital- 
ian aircraft competed for the U.S. Jpats [as published) 
contract. That is inconceivable. 


[Bongiovanni] But do you think that the government 
could support firms — and not only defense firms — 
more abroad? 


[Corcione] It would be a very fine thing is the country 
were to do so. When it is able to do so we will no longer 
be Europe's spare tire. 
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Requests Increase in UN Peacekeeping Contribution 
LD1307131695 Lisbon Radio Renascenca 
in Portuguese to Europe 1030 GMT 13 Jul 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Portugal wants to spend more 
on UN peace missions. The Portuguese Government 
has asked to be moved up the scale which sets the 
contributions of the various states. it argues that this is 
only possible in view of Portugal's economic stability. 
Raguel Abecassis reports: 


[Abecassis] Portuguese diplomats are so sure that eco- 
nomic recovery is under way in Portugal that they have 
asked that be granted the status it held be- 
fore 1975. In 1975, because of the economic difficulties 
Portugal was experiencing following the revolution, it 
asked to be lowered on the UN scale which dejermines 
a country’s contribution to peace missioz.s. 


Portugal has now asked, in New York, to return to the 
status it had in the carly 70's, before the revolution. 
The request was handed in at the UN's administrative 


and budgetary committee by Portugal's representative. 


economic difficulties. By going up the scale, Portugal 
will begin to contribute to peace missions at the same 
level that it contributes to the normal UN budget. 


Ministers Positively Assess Schengen Accord 
LD1207153695 Lisbon RTP Internacional Television 
in Portuguese 1100 GMT 12 Jui 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Two ministers and two secre- 
taries of state held a news conference today to appraise 
the three months since the Schengen Agreement came 
into force. Foreign Minister Jose Manuel Durao Barroso 
and Justice Minister Laborinho Lucio said the opening 
up of borders has been a good thing. 

[Begin recording) (Correspondent Figueiredo) The 
Schengen Accord has been in force for three and 
one-half months, it is not very long but the Government 
believes it is long enough for an initial appraisal. Two 
ministers and two secretaries of state gave assurances 
that so far all has gone well. 


[Vitor Martins, secretary of state for European affairs) 
A body which is an interested party but is not part of 
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Schengen, such a: the European Commission, has itself 
made an appraisal of the three and one-half months since 
the implementation of the Schengen Accord, which is 
extremely positive regarding the outcome, both in terms 
of free movement and security. 


So far we have not registered any shoricomings regar1- 
ing the Accord and the convention. When I say we, | 


mean al] the member states. 


[Figue.zedo] As for the figures for Portugal, not many 
are availabic, but there are a few. 


[Carlos Encarnacao, secretary of state for internal ad- 
ministration} In response to your question | can give 
two figures, the ones I have available at the moment: 
Wit. regard to people not allowed to stay, 31 people 
were found; as for stolen cers, 9 were found. [passage 
omitted] [end recording] 


Poll: Socialists, Socia) Democrats Drawing Closer 


BR1207133095 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 10 Jul 95 p 13 


[Unattributed report: “PSP and PSD Draw Closer”) 


(PBIS Translated Excerpt] In a DIARIO DE NOTI- 
CIAS/TSF/Euroteste opinion poll conducted by means 
of a telephone panei, with the number of those unde- 
cided and not replying at 7 percent and an abstention 
rate of 16 percent, the PSP [Portuguese Socialist Party) 
rose by | percent in voting intentions in 15 days. The 
PSD [Social Democratic Party] has a rise of 5 percent. 
The CDS/PP [Social Democratic Center Party/Popular 
Party) maintains its score, and the CDU [Unitary Demo- 
cratic Coalition) falls by 2 percent. 


Distributing the undecided in accordance with the votes 
Cast in the last five legislative elections and retaining the 
abstention rate figure, the PSP wins 35 percent and the 
PSD 33 percent, the CDS/PP retains 6 percent, and the 
CDU falls to 5 percent. Analyzing the previous results 
in terms of votes cast and distributing those undecided 
and abstaining, it is forecast that the PSP would win 
44 percent, the PSD 42 percent, the CDS/PP 8 percent, 
and the CDU 6 percent. Concerning the choice of prime 
minister, Guterres falls to 41 percent and Nogueira to 
29 percent. [passage omitted] 
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Pujol Withdraws Catalaz Support for Gonzalez 
LD1707174195 Madrid RNE-1 Radio Network 
in Spanish 1639 GMT 17 Jul 95 


‘FBIS Translated T<xt) [Asnouncer] We now go back 
to the headquarters of Democratic Convergence of 
Catalonia in Barcelona. The meeting of the Liaison 
Committee between Convergence and Union has sow 
fimshed there, and they ate making a public statemen. 
of their withdrawal of support — or continuation of 
the same — for the Socialist government, a 4 news 
conference attended by our colleague Montse Meliar. 


([Mehar] Good afternoon. We are live from this sews 
conference which began about 10 minutes ago. What 
was expecied has finally been confirmed. Convergence 
President Jordi Pujol announced about 10 minutes age 
that Convergence and Union is recovering autonomy, 
and consequently is managing its actions from now 
—_ 
In a message which Pujol himself read and which was 
made public after ths meeting, these past two years of 
global suppori for the socialist government are analyzed: 
it says that they were based on three fundamental aims 
— economic policy, regional policy, and in giving 
more prominence to individual initiative. There has 
been progress in economic policy, said Pujol; there has 
not been much in the field of autonomy, although the 
paralysis and obstruction which had existed for years 
has been broken. 

Despite this positive assessment, he added. their support 
for the government coincided with a series of negative 
events, and in the end a very marked situation of waste 
has been reached on the part of the central government, 
which now manifests itself, says the message, in a 
weakness which is very negative for the country’s 


politics: stabil; and for thet reacca the decision has 
been reach<d. 


I am sorry to have to speak s* quietly, bul we are iive 
at this sews conference. | asked whether or not they 


[Announcer] So, that is the general outline. Let us recap: 
The withdrawal of global support for Felipe Gonzalez’s 


{[Meliar] Yes, he is talking, but in Catalan. That's why 
you can't listen to his words live. 
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Kliridhis Discusses Strategy Toward Turkey 


NCIB807075595 Athens TA NEA in Greek 17 Jui 95 
p 12, 13 


{Imerview with Cyo~= President Glavkos Koliridhis 
Dy correspondent Yeoryios Papakhristos at the Nicosia 
Pressdcatial Palace. date not given) 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) Jn his wterview with TA NEA, 
the president of the Republic of Cyprus, Glavkos Klirid- 
his, expresses his pessimism about a Cyprus solution be- 
cause of the intransigent position of Turkey. He sees, 
however, some speculation by the U.S. authorities over 
the situation in Turkey and he assesses that this specu- 
lation might mean a change in the US. position toward 
this country — a change that might bring a Cyprus so- 
lution closer. 


by the Turkish Atula [Turkish forces}, Klindhis stresses 
Turkey's insistence on its intransigent positions. He 
believes that since the Security Council has no power to 
take measures for the applicauon of its resoluuons, this 
intransigence will be prolonged. He also emphasizes that 
the unified defense doctrine with Greece shields Cyprus 
effecuvely. [passage omutted] 


[Papakhristos} How do you explain that during the 21 
years since the invasion, UN resolutions against Turkey 
have been issued bul have not been applied” 
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[Kisndhus) | will answer by Quoting what a former US. 
ambassador once said to Archtushop Makarios, in my 
presence. “I am not talking to you as an ambassador, but 
as a friend. Do not push matters s that my country will 
have to put Cyprus and Greece o7 one side of a scale 
and Turkey on the other. The scale will weigh in favor 
c* Turksy because this is dictated by our interests.” 


[Papakhristos} Do you believe that this approach applies 
to the Americans” 


[Kiiridhis} In all U.S. organizations the assessment 
prevailed that all efforts should not be concentrated on 
pressing Turkey but on trying to avoid a Greek-Turkish 
clash. Now, somebody can say that for the first ume 
there is some speculatica in the United States, because 
of the instability presented by Turkey. but it is still at 
the speculalion stage. 


It is known that two months ago the Cyprus Government 
agreed to secret negotiations with the Turkish Cypriot 
side in London. something that caused Athens dispiea- 
sure 


[Papakhristos} Mr. President, why did you agree to these 
talks, knowing the Turkish intransigence” 


[Kliridhis} | belseve that since the United States showed 
an interest and since the UN secretary general said to 
go ahead, it would be a huge mistake on my part to say 
I do not agree tx cause I do not trust you. It would be a 
terrible mistake and it would be dearly paid for. 


[Papakhristos}] Were vou given any writien or oral 
guarantees for this p dure” 


[Kliridhis} Tae U.S. ambassador in Cyprus made the 
official approach. He came and told me that the Presi- 
dent [of the United States), after his talks (with Turkish 
Prime Minister Tansu] Ciller had certain indications that 
the Turkish Government wished to contribute toward a 
Cyprus solution. We replied that this had happened be- 
fore, when Ozal was prime minister, but they insisted 
On investigating it. [passage omitted] 


[Papakhristos) The Turkish intransigence is a fact. 
During the last 21 years were no mistakes made by th< 


Greek side that contributed to the lack of a solution to 
the Cyprus issue’ 


[Klirndhis} Terrible mustakes were made before the 
invasion of 1974 but now is not the time to analyze 
publicly the mistakes that took place. After the invasion. 
I believe that we lost valuable time from 1974 until 
1977, when the Cyprus issue was still fresh. There was 
international interest. We lost a lot of ume arguing about 
procedural issues instead of entering quickly into the 
essence of the Cyprus problem. [passage omitted) 











4 CYPRUS 


(Papakhr.stos] The National Guard arming is proceeding 
quickly, not only with modern equipment but also with 
arms from the former Soviet Union. [passage omitted] 
{Kliridhis] Arming continues since the Turkish side does 
not accept demilitarization and since Turkey reinforces 
its occupation forces, according to the UN secretary 
general’s report. We had a five-year program which has 
been concluded and now of course we will see the new 
five-year program unless there are indications that the 
Turkish side is ready to discuss a plan of even partial 
demilitarization within a logical period of time. 
(Papakhristos} Do you have any specific positions on 
this? 


[Kliriunis] We are ready to discuss dissolution of the 
National Guard and delivering the equipment to the UN 
and even stopping the arming under the condition that 
the occupation army withdraws to Turkey and that the 
Turkish Cypriots also hand over their equipment to the 
UN. 


{Papakhristos} Mr. Kliridhis attributes the Turkish reac- 
tion to Cyprus’ course toward Europe to Turkey’s effort 
to preserve its right of unilateral intervention on the is- 
land. 


(Kliridhis] Turkey reacts strongly to our course toward 
Europe. Its main excuse is that this course will make 
useless the right of unilateral intervention, which they 
claim Turkey has, together with Greece and Great 
Britain, which are the other guarantor powers, according 
to the international agreements. 


[Papakhristos} In the past there were different ap- 
proaches to the issue of Cyprus’ EU application. Some 
people say that because of this difference of opinion, 
valuable time was lost. Do you believe that the acces- 
sion procedure proceeds quickly? 


[Kliridhis] I believe that of course Cyprus should have 
applied to the EU and I do not only say this now that I 
am president. I supported the same thing when I was a 
party leader. 


Concerning the accession negotiation, I do not believe 
that we will begin accession talks before the end of 
1997, because I do not believe that the issues that will 
be examined by the Intergovernmental conference [of 
1996] will be so easily solved. After that, maybe within 
the next six months, we will start the negotiations. 


[Papakhristos} The Greek Government's decision to 
proceed to the designing of a unified defense doctrine 
with Cyprus has already offered a lot to the Greek 
Cypriots’ sense of security. President Kliridhis believes 
that Cyprus’ accession to the Greek defense shere was 
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its inalienable right “since Turkey does not accept 
withdrawal of its troops.” [passage omitted] 
[Papakhristos] Is the cooperation within the framework 
of the unified defense doctrine working satisfactorily so 
far? 

[{Kliridhis] Up until this very moment I must say that 
there is absolute understanding, full cooperation and all 
problems are solved quickly. 


(Papakhristos] Was the decision that the Greek planes 
would not fly over Cyprus during the 25 March parade 
mutual? 


[Kliridhis] No, it was not a mutual decision. We were 
informed of their decision but it was not an issue that 
needed a mutual decision. [passage omitted] 


Alternatives on North Cyprus 


NC1707213895 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 
1900 GMT 17 Jul 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] In an interview tonight to 
the CyBC [Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation] “Testi- 
monies” [Martiries] program, President Glavkos Klirid- 
his stated that if Nicosia reviews its policy on the Cyprus 
issue there will be two options: one, a military con- 
frontation, or two, denouncing Turkey to allow the in- 
ternational Community to act against it. 

President Kliridhis said revising the policy on the 
Cyprus issue must include an alternative if the talks 
do not lead to a solution so that another way can be 
found. President Kliridhis also stated that Cyprus cannot 
decide on military involvement alone. He said this must 
be thoroughly considered, so that the free areas will not 
be threatened. The president does not see any possibility 
for success of the second option—denouncing Turkey 
so that measures can be taken against it—since the 
international community shows indifference. Also, there 
is the danger that the present situation will remain and 
that the pseudo-state will be recognized. 


Mikhailidhis Offers Help to Palestinians 
NC1807060595 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 

2000 GMT 17 Jul 95 


([FBIS Translated Text] Foreign Minister Alekos 
Mikhailidhis officially announced today to Yasir 
"Arafat Cyprus’ program of help to the Palestinians. 

Mikhailidhis, leading a Cyprus delegation, met with 
the PLO leader in Gaza today. He informed Yasir 


"Arafat of President Glavkos Kliridhis’ wish to sub- 
stantially support the autonomous Palestinian area in its 
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course toward economic development and reconstruc- 
tion. Mikhailidhis and “Arafat decided on the formation 
of a working team to undertake the immediate devel- 
opment of the aid program, which among other things 
includes building and equipping a medical center. 
Mikhailidhis accepted an invitation from Yasir ‘Arafat 
for Cyprus to participate in the observer team during 
the elections that will take place within the framework 
of the second phase of the peace procedure. 


Paper Alleges Cypriots Fortifying ‘Border’ Areas 
NC1407161595 Nicosia KIBRIS in Turkish 13 Jul 95 
p2 

(FBIS Translated Text] The Greek Cypriot administra- 
tion has invited Greek Defense Minister Yerasimos Ar- 
senis to visit south Cyprus to hold talks on adopting 
new military measures against the Turkish Cypriots. The 
Greek newspaper ELEVTHEROTIPIA reported that Ar- 
senis responded favorably to the invitation and will visit 
south Cyprus at the end of July. 


The Greek Cypriots are continuing to buy arms for 
offensive purposes and fortifying their positions on the 
border between the two sides in Cyprus. The Greek 
Cypriot administration has diverted attention from its 
military activities, protesting the work Turkish officials 
have carried out to organize a park for children. 


CYPRUS 25 


According to ELEVTHEROTIPIA, the talks the Greek 
Cyprict side will have with Arsenis will focus on 
the Greece-Greek Cypriot joint defense doctrine, joint 
military exercises, and new military installations on 
the Greek Cypriot side with Greece’s support. Greek 
Government spokesman Evangelos Venizelos will visit 
south Cyprus to hold talks on Friday [14 Julyj. 


Fortifications on the Border From East to West 


Reliable sources have stated that the Greek Cypriot 
National Guard units are fortifying the border between 
the two sides from east to west. They have been 
observed fortifying several areas in the buffer zone, 
which is under UNFICYP’s [United Nations Forces in 
Cyprus] control, and in areas under the jurisdiction of 
the British bases. 


Two Greek Cypriot bulldozers have been observed dig- 
ging a trench in an area near Akincilar [Louroujina]. The 
Greek Cypriots have mined several areas near Yesilir- 
mak [Limnitis] using civilian construction machines to 
camouflage their activities. 

Several protests have been made to UNFICYP against 
the Greek Cypriot military activities. But the Greek 
Cypriot administration has uninterruptedly maintained 
its effort to fortify the border. 
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Interparty Committee Agrees on Amendments 
TA1407165395 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1600 GMT 14 Jul 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] The interparty committee on 
constitutional amendments has reached full agreement 
on all the subjects concerning the content and method- 
ology of the amendments. 


The talks on constitutional amendments, which resumed 
yesterday among the True Path Party [DYP], the Moth- 
erland Party, the Republican People’s Party [CHP], the 
Democratic Left Party, the Nationalist Action Party, and 
the Great Unity Party, ended in a conciliation today. 
The decisions adopted by the interparty committee were 
announced by Coskun Kirca, Constitutional Committee 
spokesman and Istanbul deputy. 


Kirca said that at the end of the two-day talks, the 
parties concurred with the agreement previously reached 
between the DYP and the CHP on specific articles. 
Kirca remarked that agreement was also reached on 
two very important issues with regard to methodology. 
Accordingly, Kirca noted, a temporary article will 
be added to the Constitution paving the way for an 
open vote on constitutional amendments until the end 
of the 19th legislative session of the Turkish Grand 
National Assembly. Kirca stated that if the constitutional 
amendments need to be submitted to a referendum, this 
will be done together with the first general elections. 


Ciller Said Considering Early Elections 
NC1507155195 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS 
in English 11 Jul95 p A3 


[Report by Sirma Evcan and Ayla Ganioglu] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara—Confronted by 
mounting pressure for an early general or timely partial 
elections, Prime Minisier Tansu Ciller reportedly has 
given her party officials instructions to evaluate her 
party’s chances if she were to take such a decision. 


Meeting with the True Path Party (DYP) parliamentary 
group leaders before leaving for Uzbekistan, Ciller as- 
sessed the pros and cons of going to the people (elec- 
tions or a referendum for the constitutional amend- 
ments) and said DYP wili openly accuse the opposition 
of blocking a civilian constitution. “We shail tell the 
people not to forgive them,” she said. 


Early election debates intensified following the consti- 
tutional amendment fiasco at the Parliament when Ciller 
last week announced the suspension of the package until 
wider consensus among the parties is reached. President 
Suleyman Demirel also took sides and stated that “time 
for elections has come.” 
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As main opposition Motherland Party (ANAP) Leader 

Mesut Yiimaz said elections of any kind were a must, 
extra-parliamentary New Democracy Movement (YDH) 
leader Cem Boyner called on Parliament to dissolve 
itself, saying it is bankrupt. 


Democratic Left Party (DSP) Chairman Bulent Ecevit 
said, "A Parliament which couldn't materialize consti- 
tutional amendments (which all the parties see as a ne- 
cessity) should dissolve itself and go to early elections.” 
Ecevit exploded in a recent interview saying he hasn't 
seen such a Parliament (like the present one) in the 
whole of his political career of 38 years. He said he 
hadn't seen a Parliament so characterized by petty cal- 
culating, irresponsibility and lack of conviction. Parlia- 
ment Speaker Husamettin Cindoruk argued that elec- 
tions should be held once every four years, instead of 
every five years as cailed for in a constitutional provi- 
sion. 


Cindoruk says he will resign from his position in fall if 
an early election decision is not taken. The Parliament 
speaker, meanwhile, is starting another initiative with 
party representatives—not leaders—to resume amend- 
ment debates in parliament again. He said the group 
leaders are closer to the deputies. 


Calls for early elections are also made by democratic 
Organizations and participants in television debates. 
"The Parliament is lagging behind society and does 
not share the aspirations of the society,” has become 
a common assessment among the people. Despite the 
negative effects of elections on the economy and the 
country’s agenda, which will have to be postponed, the 
people feel something should be done to change their 


representatives. 


Seeing that early elections is generally supported by 
the public opinion, ANAP has increased pressure on 
the government, forcing it at least to call by-elections. 
ANAP Trabzon Deputy Eyub Aiik last week resigned 
from Parliament with this motive. By-elections would 
become unavoidable if Parliament approved his resig- 
nation and the number of vacant seats are raised to 23. 
Elections would then be a constitutional obligation. Ac- 
cording to Asik, Ciller is preparing for a surprise elec- 
tion in November this year. Only then could she avoid 
by-elections, since the 1982 Constitution also rules that 
partial elections cannot be held within the general elec- 
tion year. The opposition was actually expecting a sur- 
prise election decision by the prime minister in the event 
she got the constitutional amendment package that she 
hoped would clear Turkey's entry to customs union with 
the European Union (EU) through the Turkish Parlia- 
ment. Despite the failure on the Constitution, ANAP 
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still believes Ciller will have to call for general elec- 
tions in November. 


It was actually Ciller who decided to suspend the 
amendment debates even if her decision followed 
ANAP’s decision to boycott the votes. ANAP officials 
reportedly are certain that she has other motives behind 
her decision. 


Asik insists Ciller stopped the process because she got 
certain messages from certain circles. Among such mes- 
sages, according to Asik, is that Ciller learned from her 
sources in Europe that the European Parliament will not 
ratify Turkey's customs union in October and Ciller will 
be held responsible for this. By suspending the amend- 
ments Ciller would be evading from this responsibility 
and she would be able to blame the opposition for the 
obstructions. "So certain circles advised her to suspend 
the amendments and accuse ANAP instead,” Asik told 
the TURKISH DAILY NEWS [TDN]. 


His second argument is that Ciller was informed that the 
Islamist Welfare Party (RP) would be strengthened in 
a referendum for constitutional amendments. "We want 
to go on with the amendments because we believe that 
even a partial success in the amendment package will 
be better than none,” he said. Junior coalition partner 
Republican People’s Party (CHP) also is in favor of 
carrying on the amendment debates. CHP at the same 
time says elections have become an obligation. Whether 
this party is using this as a pressure on Ciller to make 
her agree to the constitutional changes in accordance 
with CHP’s wishes, or whetrer this party really thinks 
elections must be held is not clear. 


Mehmet Kerimoglu, one of the CHP parliamentary 
group leaders, told the TDN that his party will press for 
the continuation of the amendment debates. “We can 
even be a bridge between the DYP and ANAP for the 
sake of making the basic changes in the Constitution,” 
he said, adding that they aren't against Cindoruk’s 
intervention in the process, either. 


DYP and CHP already introduced a joint motion to 
ease the process for constitutional changes, which 
the military had made very difficult in the current 
constitution framed during their rule. The DYP-CHP 
motion foresees only one round of debates and open 
voting for constitutional amendments. ANAP, however, 
thinks such a motion will have to be voted by secret 
ballot and then it too may either be rejected or taken to 
a referendum, such as was the case in the last 15 days 
of intensive voting. Ongoing disputes between the two 
partners of the coalition is seen as another reason which 
may force the DYP to early elections. CHP has the idea 
of introducing an early election motion to Parliament if 
the party reaches the point of leaving the coalition. One 
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of CHP’s state minister, Onur Kumbaracibasi, known 
for his closeness to CHP Chairman Hikmet Cetin, is 
leading this movement in the party. 

The CHP convention scheduled August 31 is seen as 
a potential nightumnare for party officials and ministers 
whose positions may then be at stake. Cetin is not 
guaranteed re-election as party leader when former CHP 
Leader Deniz Baykal still has considerable support in 
the party. If Baykal is elected the new chairman it is 
doubtful he will want to allow CHP to continue losing 
blood in power. 


Ciller is also considering the developments thal may 
take place at the CHP convention. In order to avoid 
partnership with Baykal— against whom the present 
CHP leadership will also take precautions— Ciller may 
announce an early general election which may lead 
CHP to postpone its convention. Cetin and his ministers 
may prefer going to elections while in power and get 
whatever they can with such an advantage. 

The prime minister is also reportedly considering eco- 
nomic developments while assessing the pros and cons 
of early election. Elections will lead to destabilization 
of the economic balances and another crisis similar to 
the one prior to the April 5 decisic=: may arise. 


In addition, recent public opinion polls aren't giving 
positive signals about a DYP result in possible elections. 
Ciller’s party comes in either second or third, even in 
polls DYP conducted. However, DYP sources say that if 
Ciller presents ANAP as a “fugitive” for having escaped 
from constitutional amendments in addition to having 
run away from power and the fight against terrorism, 
then the public opinion may change in Ciller’s favor. 


DYP officials have already started voicing harsh criti- 
cism against Yilmaz. Party Secretary General Sinasi Al- 
tiner on Monday [10 July] said the amendment package 
was suspended as a result of Yilmaz’ uncertain stance. 
“Yilmaz and his officials have a Ciller complex and we 
don’t believe he will be able to find a home among our 
people,” Altiner stated. He further accused Yilmaz of 
seeking shelter within the RP, whose leader Necmettin 
Erbakan had declared his party would not support the 
amendments unless they included a change in the article 
guarding the secular state. 


Was Ciller really guided by certain circles when she 
decided to suspend the constitutional amendment pack- 
age? And who could these circles be? Asik is not giving 
the names of these circles and denying that he meant the 
“military,” but his remarks have brought such an issue 
on the agenda. The military cannot accept further free- 
doms at a time when the fight against terrorism is still 
a top priority for the country. 
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Asik’s remarks also brought to minds the possibility that 
business circles wanted Ciller to suspond the amend- 
ments because of the rights CHP insisted to be given to 
would be against the interests of the business circles, the 
ments will continue to be on Turkey's agenda this week 
and the debate may escalate after Cilier’s return on 
Wednesday [12 July]. 


Greek Parliamentarian Discusses View of PKK 


NC1407155695 Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 
10 Jul 9S p13 


{Interview with Panayiotis Sgouridhis, deputy speaker 
of the Greek Parliament, by MILLIYET correspondent 
Mithat Bereket in Athens: date not given] 


{FBIS Translated Text] [Bereket] Why did you go to 
Syria and the al-Biga’ Valley to meet with Workers 
Party of Kurdistan [PKK] leader Abdullah Ocalan? 


[Sgouridhis] We previously met a Kurdish Parliament 
official in the Hague. He invited us to the Middle East to 
meet with Abdullah Ocalan. We accepted the invitation. 
We met Ocalan because we are convinced that the 
PKK is not a terrorist organization. Because it was not 
recognized as a political party, it was forced to become 
an illegal organization. We are convinced that it was 
forced to be what it currently is. 


[Bereket] Then you believe the PKK is not a terrorist 
organization? Is it a political party? 


{Sgouridhis] We regard the PKK as a political party. 
There was a similar problem in Greece 30 years 
ago. There was a communist party there. However, 
it was not officially recognized as a political pay. 
it was recognized later on. It then disappeared from 

the politics. The problem will be solved if Turkey 
recognizes the PKK as a political party. 


[Bereket] Do you understand the Turkish people and 
Government's situation? Do you understand how sensi- 
tive they are about this? Turkey has been confronted by 
a terrorist organization that has killed innocent people, 
including women and children. You held talks with it 
and shook hands with its leader. That has created ten- 
sion between Turkey and Greece. 


[Sgouridhis] We are trying to help the Turkish Gov- 
ernment. We believe that we will be able to solve our 
problems this way. We want to establish a dialogue be- 
tween the Turkish and Greek Parliaments. The Turkish 
people are receiving bad information on terrorism and 
fundamentalism. We want to fix this. 


{Sgounidhis} It is the view of all the members of the 
Greek Parliament. We are convinced that a dialogue 
can solve the problem. Britain solved the IRA problem 
through a dialogue. We speak in Turkey's interest. 
Unfortunately, we have been strongly criticized. 


[Bereket] Was your meeting with Abdullah Ocalan due 
to your initiative? Was the Greek Parliament aware of 
your visit? 


{Sgouridhis] The delegation was represented by various 
political parties. The Communist Party was not repre- 
sented. 


[Bereket] Did the deputies represent the Greek Parlia- 
ment during their visit? Did they represent the common 
approach of all the parliamentarians? 


[Sgouridhis] The visit reflected the views of all the 
deputies in the Greek Parliament. All the parliamentar- 
ians supported it. Our objective was to make a political 
and diplomatic statement on human rights violations in 
Turkey. This is how to solve the problem. 


[Bereket] Please comment on your talks with Abdullah 
Ocalan. What did your visit achieve? 


{Sgouridhis} We held talks on human rights. He briefed 
us on the Kurds’ problems in Turkey. 


[Bereket] The leading Europe countries and the United 
States have described the PKK as a terrorist organiza- 
tion. Were you nervous talking with Ocalan, who many 
countries see as a terrorist? 


[Sgouridhis] No, Turkey has forced the Kurds to behave 
this way. Most countries have recognized the Kurdish 
Parliament, which was established in the Hague. We 
also have recognized it. 


{Bereket} You invited Yasar Kaya, speaker of the so- 
called Kurdish Parliament, to Greece and held talks 
with him. You knew the Turkish people were sensitive 
about this. Did you know your approach would cause 
increased tension between Turkey and Greece? 


[Sgouridhis} My office in the Greek Parliament is 
open to everyone. We held talks with the speaker of 
the Kurdish Parliament. However, the meeting was 
unofficial. We discussed how to establish regional 
peace. 
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